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8 DEC 1986 


MBMOItANDtJM FORï The Hoaorable Robert S. McNamara 

Th# Secretary of Defenae 


SUBJECT j Asnam 


la JDurl ng the course of Vietnamese history the term "Aaaam" 
bw been used la two different wtyi, producing «ome confusion since 
•ach of the two usee denote* & different plece of geogrephy. 

1. During the middte end letter pert of the period of Chinese rule 
which lest ad frorxi UI B. C. to 939 A. D. , "Aanam" (literally, "pscified 
*o»th ,, | we» the somewhat ineccurete generic label employed by the Chinese 
to denote the lend inhebited by the Southern (nam) Yiets, o r Viet-Nam. 

This usage lingered until the early 1950' s in the sense that until well efter 
World War IX M Annem M wee the most common generic term for the portions 
ef Freach Xndochine inhebited by Vietnamese. 

3. la e more technical sease, "Aanam" was the name for a single 
Freach protectorate. Adxninistratively, French Xndochine was a five-part 
entity. Laos and Camboéia were protectorates. What we now call Vietnam 
(North and South) waa dlvided Indo one eotony (Cochin China) and two protec- 
torates (Tonkin and Aanam). Their boundaries are shown on the attached 
map. As you wil! nota. Tonkin (rendersd in Engiish as Teaking) is essentially 
the Red XUver delta. Cochin China is the area south of the central monntain 
massif. iacludiag the Mekong delta. Aanam is the middle portion of Vietnam 
between the two delta regions. 
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4. The French divieion of Vietnam into Tonkin, Ann&m and 
Cochin China had «ome historica! foundation since these are the traditional 
three M Ky M or regions of the Vietnamese people around which what amounts 
to three regionally-oriented sub- cultures have developed. This regional 
orientation and these regionaliy-based loyaltiee are among the many factors 
which complicate South {and North) Vietnamese politica! Life today. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assietant for Vietnamese Affaire 


Attachment 
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